When passed through a succession of rats it always lost its virulence after the 10th or 12th passage, and some times by the 5th. The organism after ingestion finds its way into the blood,and if then fatal to the animal, another rat which devours the corpse will be again infected through the intestinal tract, and this alternate passage between the intestine and the blood appears to result in the loss of virulence, for the longer it remains in the blood, the less virulent it is in its action on the intestine. Experiments were undertaken in order to try and increase its virulence, so as to be able to utilize it for the destruction of even the more resistent species of rats. Having found that a virus which kills mice in from four to six days commences to pass from the intestine into the blood at the end of 24 
